Spiritism, or as it is more common- 
ly known, Spiritualism, is a religion 
which has as its base the alleged ar 
intercourse with the souls of the dead. 
Spiritualists believe that the souls sad, vil spirits\demons. 
the departed are good and 
and that they give guidape 
present life, knowle 
events and inforn 
next life. 


iums go into a hypn 
pvite the spirits to c 


for the Living Testimony 
of future 


about the of the ELCE told me how he Woul 


10on 


Mediums im,onez nannz Ard. 


Not everyohe has the sensatory = ie said he was 


power to tune\in on the right wave 
length and speak to the spirits of the 
dead. Those who claim this power are 
called mediums. \A medium transmits 
the messages of \the spirits to the 
people. In the Bible, those people who 
professed to summ®@n dead persons for 
consultation wer@ said to have a 
“familiar spirit’.{ They were also 
called necromancefrs or wizards, 


those present. In all, he transmi 
messages to people. 

ze§ would come from a vo 
seemed to stutter. (“Peep a 
8:19). On several oce 
forms of ectoplasm 
the shape of human beings. 


Both he 4nd his wife, also} 


uncanny feeling th 
e doing was not rig 


they had an 


what they w 


Seance 


A seance is a meetigg at which the 
medium and the othexs present are 
gathered, usually aroun@ in a circle 
or about a table, and ofteny 
ly lighted room. The mediu le education, who beca) 
hypnosis goes into a trance, at hority on medicine wh 
in this state, speaks to the spirits in a state of trance. Thousands 


y is told of one Edwa 


they could apply | to anyone. 
the time it is so much gibbé 
sense. 


rish non- 
irecting a patient to where it com 
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found on a chemist’s shelf in a 
@n hundreds of miles away. Even 
chemist did not know it was there. 
udini 

Joudini, the great magician, once 
ited most of the mediums in New 
“k City. He exposed all those he 
ited as fakes and hoaxes. He was 
> to duplicate everything they did : 
ces coming from trumpets, table 
ing, slate writing, levitation (body 
ing), table rapping, throwing the 
ce (ventriloquism), ete. 


Jf all the mediums, 99% are fakes, 
: there is that 1% who appear to 
ve super-human intelligence, who 
say and perform what indeed seems 
be miraculous, 


tichristian 

There are different sects among the 
iritualists, and they vary somewhat 
their teachings. What do they be- 
ve? 


They do not believe that God is a 
rsonal being, but an abstract con- 
pt. They deny that Jesus Christ is 
e Son of God. Spiritualism is a 
iristless cult. They are opposed to 
iristian doctrine and morals. They 
» not believe that there is a devil, 
‘mons or angels. 


Wandering Souls 


But what do we learn from the 
‘ble? That the souls of the dead can- 
{>t be contacted. That they cannot, 
jerefore, impart information con- 
‘prning worldly affairs. “Thou art our 
ther, though Abraham be ignorant 
‘us, and Israel acknowledge us not; 
ou O Lord, art our Father, our 
jedeemer,” Is. 63:16. The souls of 
jie dead are not wandering aimlessly 
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around the world, for they are either 
in one of two definite places, heaven 
or hell. “It is appointed unto men 
once to die, but after this the judge- 
ment,” Heb. 9 :27. 


Divine Injunctions 

The devil can produce many mex- 
plicable phenomena, and perform 
what appear to be miracles. He does 
not label or advertise his products; he 
prefers to give the credit to his co- 
workers. ‘The prince of darkness was 
not born yesterday. 


And oftentimes, to win us to our harm, 
The instruments of darkness tell us truths, 
Win us with honest trifles, to betray us 


In deepest consequence. 
Macbeth 


Scripture contains many injunc- 
tions against those who practise the 
occult arts. It is apostasy from God. 
The Bible severely condemns every 
form of Spiritism. Lev. 19:31; 20:6; 
Deut. 18:11. “And when they shall 
say unto you, ‘Seek unto them that 
have familiar spirits and unto wizards 
that peep and mutter’, should not 
a people seek unto their God? For the 
living to the dead? To the Law and to 
the Testimony! If they speak not 
according to this word, it is because 
there is no light in them’’. Is. 8 : 19-20. 


When Rudyard Kipling was ad- 
vised to consult a medium after the 
death of his son, he responded with 
the poem “En-dor” : 

Oh, the road to En-dor is the oldest road 

And the craziest road of all! 

Straight it runs to the Witch’s abode, 

As it did in the days of Saul, 

And nothing has changed of the’sorrow 

in store 

For such as go down on the road to 

En-dor ! 


THREE 


The Word Shall Stand 


For Sinners Only 


We have, in these discussions, so far 
not spoken about the Sacraments. I 
would suggest that we begin on this 
subject today. 


I am glad of that. For some time 
now I have been wanting to ask you 
many on this very matter. 
The one that naturally first suggests 
itself is: What is meant by a Sacra- 
ment? 


The Scriptures do not use the word, 
nor do they tell us how to define what 
a Sacrament is; so this question is not 
quite so simple and straightforward as 
many others are. Lutherans tradi- 
tionally class two things, Holy Bap- 
tism and the Lord’s Supper, as Sacra- 
ments, whereas Roman Catholics and 
some others have as many as seven. 
They include things like marriage and 
confirmation, to mention just two. 


Why do Lutherans regard only two 
sacred acts as Sacraments? 


It is chiefly a matter of keeping 
apart things of a similiar kind and im- 
portance from those which are of a 
different kind and lesser importance. 
We ought never to confuse things like 
Baptisms and Holy Communion on the 
one hand with things like marriage 
and confirmation on the other. They 
belong in different classes or realms. 
And there is not going to be much 
difficulty or serious disagreement on 
this score, so long as the Sacred Scrip- 
tures are held to as the only and infal- 
lible guide and rule in all matters of 
faith and living. 


FOUR 


You mentioned marriage and 
firmation. How do Baptism 
Holy Communion stand apart 
these and various other sacred 
the Church? 

We class two things as 
as I have said. When we do that, 
mean by a Sacrament a sacred act 

1. which Christ Himself has 
manded ; 

2. for which Christ Himself 
appointed certain visible “ 
ments” (water in Baptism, 
bread and wine m the 
Supper); 

3. through which Christ comes 
us and both offers and gives 
forgiveness of sins, life, and 
vation which He has won for 


If this is what we mean by a Sacr 
ment, then it is clear that only tw 
things (Baptism and the Lord’s Suj 
per) can be called by that name. — 
; 
At all events, these two have to k 
kept apart from other sacred acts i 
marriage and confirmation. Tak 
marriage : this has been instituted b 
God, it is true (Genesis 2). But this’ 
where its similarity with the 
ments ends. Thete is no visible 
ment in marfiage corresponding 
the water and the bread and win 
‘The ring that is often used does 
have God’s command; and of 
there may be a perfectly legit 
marriage without it), And 
certainly is no promise of God’s grac 
and forgiveness attached to marriagt 
Or take the sacred rite of —s 
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1: Lutherans have always observed 
rite and value it very highly and 
iid not dispense with it. But it is 

commanded in the Scriptures, 
cher do the other two marks apply 
t. Somewhat the same applies to 
‘tain other sacred acts that are often 
ssed as Sacraments. 


at is the difference between the 
‘raments and the Gospels? 


3aptism and the Lord’s Supper are 

Gospel or let us say they are but 
yther form of the Gospel. There is 
: Gospel of the forgiveness of sins in 
rist that we have in the ordinary 
cmal preaching and teaching of the 
ord; and there is this same Gospel 
the Sacraments. In all three God 
als with us and comes to us by His 
oly Spirit, offering and conveying to 
His grace and forgiveness, which 
receive by faith. And so we speak 
@ the three as the “means of grace’, 

at is, the means by which God 
ings to us the gifts of His grace. 


In the Sacraments, however, “God 
<es each candidate for Baptism and 
ch communicant separately and in- 
vidually, assuring him to whose 
dy the sacramental water is applied, 

him who eats and drinks his 
wiour’s body and blood, that his 
is are forgiven unto him”. Yet the 
ace and forgiveness of God that 
mes to the sinner in the Sacraments 
the same as that which comes to 
m when the Gospel is preached. 


Are the Sacraments necessary? 


| Everything that is commanded by 
od is necessary. There can be no 
pbubt that Christ Himself com- 
ianded both Holy Baptism and the 
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Lord’s Supper. Neither can there be 
any doubt that He wants these to be 
regarded as of supreme importance in 
His Church and to be used faithfully 
till the end of time. To say that the 
Sacraments are not really necessary, 
or that we can do without them, is to 
despise a clear command of Christ in 
a very vital and important matter. 
And that certainly is no light thing. It 
is, in fact, despising the grace of God. 
And may our Heavenly Father pre- 
serve us from that ! 


Christ says that whoever believes in 
Him will not perish but have everlast- 
ing life. Why did He, if being saved 
is simply a matter of penitently be- 
lieving the Gospel promise, institute 
the Sacraments? 


When Christ says that the one who 
believes in Him shall have life, He 
does not at all, of course, say that Bap- 
tism and Holy Communion are super- 
fluous. He, as no one else does, knows 
the great need we are in because of 
our sins. The Sacraments are there to 
help us in this need, just as the simple 
preaching of the Gospel is. God might 
well write above them in bold letters : 
For Sinners Only, The Lord has given 
us not one means of grace, but three. 
This shows the wonderful, super- 
abounding richness of His love and 
grace towards us. Can we despise this 
love and grace by regarding the Sacra- 
ments as something that is really 
necessary? ‘That surely is not the way 
of faith ! 


There will be much more to say 
about all this when we discuss Holy 
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper separ- 
ately. 


W. P. BorGas 
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TENTH ANNUAL SYNOD 


| ST. ANDREWS, RUISLIP 


| 1-2 MAY 1964 


P ip’ fs 
at “ ae f ? 
m NY A y 


FELLOWSHIP 2 


THEME: 
“That they all may be one.” 


The Rev. Ronald Feuerhahn, new to the ELCE ministry writes of 
MY FIRST SYNOD 
“ ONENESS ”° 
An impression of the Tenth Anaual Synod 


Synod was many things to me. It 
was not all good. It was hardly bad. 
Above all, it certainly was not indif- 
ferent. And it was not just a matter 
of financial and board reports and 
resolutions. 

But I should be more positive, for 
Synod gave me some very positive im- 
pressions, ‘These impressions are diffi- 
cult to express. However, they are 
important for they are the essence of 
my reaction. 


ONENESS 


Synod might well be summarised in 
its therne of Oneness, It was the 
corner of the English-speaking world, 
there. It was the oneness with many 
who were not able to be there. It was 
not always an outward, surface one- 
ness, but it appeared to be a deeper 
oneness. I personally experienced that 
oneness because 1, a newcomer, was 
made to feel that I was truly involved. 
This, I believe, was due in part to an 
experience witnessed by many of us 
“first-timers”, It was that peculiar ex- 

ience of meeting someone for the 
first time and feeling you had known 
him or her all along. 

I could not help but recall the 
greetings of St. Paul in his letters, His 
greetings to the early churches and the 
experiences of this Synod were of 
much the same fabric, It is in these 
greetings of St, Paul that I find the 
Synod’s atmosphere. It is that special 
friendship or fellowship, that special 
concern and sharing that St, Paul so 
grandly expresses. 


First, St. Paul is so thankful to God 


FIGHT 


for this fellowship. To the Ro 
Christians he about b 
“mutually encouraged by each ot 
faith” (1:12). To the Philippiar 
expresses his thankfulness for 
“partnership in the gospel” and t 
them “all in my heart as parte 
with me of grace” (1 <5, 7). 

I have often thought St. P 
greetings alien to our experienc 
day. However, at Synod, I felt 
St. Paul’s comments were so ap 
priate, so real, so meaningful It 
a “mutual encouragement”, a“ 
nership in the gospel” and “ parta 
of grace”. These were 
had met as a result of their coms 
denominator ... Christ. It w 
partnership in and partaking of 
forgiveness which we have thre 
Christ. It was a supernatural relat 
ship. It was the Christlike speech 
manner with which they greeted. 
couraged, criticised, and forgave 
another. Of the great mixtur 
accents in language . . . Cor 
London, Glaswegian, Welsh, W 
side, a-hint-of-Cockney, Austra 
Canadian, American and others 
the one common language, the 
common accent was that of Cl 
This was the oneness made visible 

The oneness was not only of s 
, , . delegates from every corne 
Great Britain, pastors from e 
corner of the English speaking w 
greetings from all the world .. . 
there was also the oneness of 1 
Every age of Christendom ¢ 
through the Word, the collects, 
hymns and the liturgy. 
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sreover there was an awareness 
-toneness. It was seen as well as 
. It was not just a verbal theme 
so an experienced reality. 


KOINONIA 

at beautiful New ‘Testament 
... koinonia ... expresses so well 
‘xperience. “It is that super- 
al relationship, involving an 
ation of persons who have 
ed fellowship with God through 
eness of sins.” It is real Christian 
erliness and friendship. It was 
varm greetings of brothers and 
;whom we had previously met in 
pton, East Kilbride and else- 
‘ere were disappointments, too. 
every delegate we rejoiced at 
lessings bestowed upon his con- 
tion or board, but with the same 
ate we shared the concern and 
tance for the set-backs and 
in weaknesses. Here we saw our 
sss in the need of forgiveness. 
was in these reports rather than 
- official resolutions that we faced 
real challenges. These reports 
not have prompted much dis- 


ncillor. 


1 for Youth David Stephens. 


SYNOD AT BOREHAM WOOD 
lelegates accepted the invitation of St. Pauls Lutheran Church to hold the Eleventh 
al Synod at Boreham Wood, Hertfordshire. 


cussion in the sessions, but they 
certainly demanded attention in our 
hearts, our prayers and our subse- 
quent meetings at home. 


Business? Yes, but painless! Or 
rather I should say it was business in 
a repentant spirit... “turning to” 
Christ and having faith in his for- 
giveness and assistance. It was joyful 
stewardship and work. It was the joy 
of seeing such responsible and sensi- 
tive laymen. 


Synod was the spirit of new 
churches, new friends, new disap- 
pointments, new goals, new hopes, 
new spirits, new blessings, new for- 
giveness. It was the spirited singing 
of glorious hymns. It was the priv- 
lege of being permitted to speak 
God’s Word in the sermon of Vespers 
on Friday. 

Finally, of great pleasure and im- 
portance to me was that my wife was 
able to be present to share much of 
this experience. One always wants to 
share such occasions with a loved one. 
And so I have also been pleased to 
have this opportunity to share it with 
you... to some small degree. 


SS a 


‘TED OR RATIFIED AT SYNOD 


itive Council E. F.R. Smith, Secretary; James Taylor, Treasurer; Alfred Flemming, 
th Extension Fund Committee William Aichroth, Reiner Thoelke. 


2r Plan Committee EE. Nickless, Anthony Venning. 
nittee on Church Music TheRev.JohnSims, J.L.B. Cremer, Malcolm George, E. Vogel. 
nations Committee A. W. Jeynes, E. F. R. Smith, the Rev. Floyd Bosch. 


D TURNS TO NIGERIA FOR MISSION FIELD 

ing to the request of the Board for European Affairs of the Lutheran Church — 
ri Synod, the delegates accepted the recommendation of the Overseas Mission Com- 
to “investigate and report to the 1965 Synod the possibilities offered by our 
ian sister church for a specific area for which the ELCE can assume full responsi- 
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The Tenth Synod in the New 


NEW FACE - LIFT FOR 
CHURCH FRONT 


Ruislip-Northwood Gazette, 
Friday, May 8, 1964 

Delegates from all over England and 
Scotland attended the tenth annual Synod 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
England held at St. Andrews Lutheran 
Church, Whitby Road, Ruislip Manor, on 
Friday and Saturday. 


Highlight of the Synod for local 
church members was the unveiling at the 
close of the two-day session of a mural in 
the foyer of the church, presented by The 
Edwin Austin Abbey Memorial Trust 
Fund. 


The mural, painted by Mr. 
Blamey, is entitled “St. Andrew—Fisher of 
Men.” It depicts St. Andrew, who was 
called from his fishing by Christ to be- 
come a fisher of men, and shows him with 
a symbolic net—representing the preach- 
ing of God’s word — drawing people from 
every walk of life into the fellowship of the 
church, 

A separate panel is a reminder of one 
incident in the life of St. Andrew — it 
shows the loaves and fishes which were 
drawn to Christ’s attention by St. Andrew, 
and which were then used to feed the five 
thousand, 

The Pastor, the Rev. Arnold Rakow, 
commented: “It portrays what little there 
is in the Gospels about St. Andrew very 
well.” 


Norman 


The artist was introduced by the secre- 
tary of the trust fund, Mr. Hutchinson, and 
the mural was then unveiled by two of the 
elders of the church, Mr. George Hum- 
phries and Mr. George Davis. 

Delegates were welcomed to Ruislip- 
Northwood by Cllr. Eric Daniell, vice- 
chairman of the council. 

The Synod opened with a service con- 
ducted by the Rev. W. P. Borgas, of Bore- 
ham Wood, and the preacher, who spoke 
on the theme ‘That they may all be one in 


the world communion,” was the Rev. Dr. 
N. E. Nagel, of Cambridge. 


GREETINGS 
At the end of the service, delegates and 


TEN 


visitors, including Mr. E, Schwac 
South African Lutheran missionary t 
Zulus, who speaks German, Zulu and 
kaans as well as English, brought gre 
and best wishes, and many other gree 
from overseas were read by Rev. I 
Pearce, chairman of the executive ce 
and President of the Church. 

Later on Friday, overall reports o' 
year’s workings and events and fina 
statements were given by officials, ar 
“Any Questions” session was held de 
with various phases of the Evang 
Lutheran Church of England's work. 

The first day concluded with a se 
conducted by the Rev. Floyd Bose 
Kentish Town. The Rev. F. Feuer! 
of Ruislip, preached on the theme : § 
they may all be one in the family.” 

A service conducted by the Rev. W; 
Fanning, of East Kilbride. Scot 
during which the Rev. Ronald Sucko 
Sunderland, preached on the th 
“That they may all be one in the Chri 
congregation,” began the Saturday se! 

It was followed by the main essay ¢ 
Synod, during which the Rev. John | 
of Petts Wood, spoke on all aspects of 
they may all be one” theme. Reports 
each church were received in the 
noon. 


ST. ANDREW MURAL 
IS UNVEILED 


Ruislip Weekly Post, 
Wednesday, May 6, 1964 

It did not need one, but the spar 
new St. Andrews Lutheran Church, 
slip, has been given a face-lift by the 
tion of a new mural on the front @ 
church, 


Although a Royal Academy off 
instructor worked for over a year : 


{ 


mural, it did not cost the church con 
tion a penny. 


Why? “It was paid for on a grantl 
the Edwin Austin Memorial Trust, » 
is for the preservation of mural a 
churches,” said Minister Arnold Rak 


“In fact we were awarded the grant 
after the church was completed, 5 
three years ago.” 
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fe artist was Norman Blaney. 
lthough he spent a year on it, we 
' he put far more effort and work into 
lin the grant called for,’ added Mr, 


Ww. 


a 


he mural, called “St. Andrew the 
jr of Men,” depicts St. Andrew, who 
ja fisherman, drawing men from all 
| of life into the church with his sym- 
net. 


the left of the church door is another 

showing the five loaves and two 
story—for it was St. Andrew who 
1 Christ’s attention to this. 


e unveiling of the mural on Saturday 
he highpoint of two days’ activity for 
‘church —the Synod of Lutheran 
ches of Great Britain was held there. 


ut 25 delegates, including ministers 
laymen, from Lutheran churches all 
England, Scotland and Wales, plus 
ors, attended the Synod, the theme of 
h was Christian unity. 

ad it did not cost the delegates or 
prs a penny. 

ney were all put up, and given break- 
‘by members of St. Andrews congrega- 


while other meals were provided by 
church itself. 


‘Kilbride News, 
ry, May 15, 1964 


HERANS AND 
'URCH UNITY 


,ost everyone is aware of the great 
-e for Church unity today. For over 


four hundred years the Lutheran Church, 
the first Protestant Church, has been very 
much concerned about the matter. This 
concern was again expressed at the Luth- 
eran Convention in London May 1 and 2, 
to which two carloads of Scots from East 
Kilbride attended. The Convention; the 
10th Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of England; the theme “That They 
All May Be One” the place St. Andrews 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, Ruislip, 
Middlesex, 


Mr. Ross McRobb and the Rev, W. 
Fanning were delegates from the East Kil- 
bride Lutheran Church, along with five 
other local people. The sermons, the essay, 
the reports and the discussions all ad- 
dressed themselves to the theme. ‘They 
iterated and reiterated the position that 
Holy Scripture makes so clear: that the 
basis of unity is simply the pure Word of 
God alone, according to the interpretation 
of Scripture that Scripture itself offers, 


Prior to the Synod in London the people 
of the East Kilbride Lutheran Church had 
the privilege of attending an illustrated 
talk, delivered by a Lutheran missionary 
from South Africa, the Rev. E. Schwacke. 
It was found that Pastor Schwacke used 
the same catechism among the Zulu people 
as is used here, and that the same simple 
statements of Scripture are taught and 
accepted by Lutherans there as here, 


The Synod was rich in doctrine, but 
also in hospitality, warmth, and friend- 
liness, bringing to a wonderful climax a 
week packed with a variety of thrills for 
East Kilbride Lutherans, 


CHURCH EXTENSION FUND 


Our Performance (For three months February-April) 


Hf Loans Donations Total Withdrawals 
KENTISH TOWN £743 £23 £766 £1335 
TOTTENHAM 761 20 781 428 
RUISLIP 255 5 260 169 
SUNDERLAND 188 6 194 24 
PETTS WOOD 130 2 132 136 
BOREHAM WOOD 114 i) 114 105 
CARDIFF 14 0 14 2) 
CAMBRIDGE 86 10 96 2 
HARLOW 29 1 30 0 
PLYMOUTH VW 0 iW 86 
EAST KILBRIDE 13 0 13 36 
POLISH LUTHERANS 216 0 216 25 
OTHERS 151 201 352 0 
Grand Total £2711 £268 £2979 £2367 
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THE COVER 


ST. ANDREW, 
FISHER OF MEN 


The mural covering the 
wall of the entrance hall 
of St. Andrews Luth- 
eran Church, Ruislip, 
was unveiled during the 
1964 Synod on Satur— 
day, 2 May. Painted by 
Norman Blaney, an in- 
structor at the Royal 
Academy, it was pre— 
sented by the Edwin 
Austin Abbey Memorial 
Trust. 


BE SURE 
TO ATTEND THE 


WORLD 
BOOK 
FAIR 


at EARLS COURT, London 


from JUNE 10th to 20th 19 


(10.30 a.m. to 9 p.m. daily exe 
Sunday.) 


Among the many exhibitors from Homé 
Overseas is our own 


CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOU 
LIMITED. 


STAND No. 11 


* 


This WORLD BOOK FAIR is unique, ~ 
the first of its kind ever held in the By 
Isles and will be well worth a visit. Plan 
to organise a party for your young pé 
ladies group, etc. 


